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The European Commission is working on all fronts to support
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efforts to tackle the COVID-19 outbreak.
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This includes ongoing coordination with Member States to
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share information, assess needs and ensure a coherent EUwide response. The Commission is also funding research,
offering support through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism
and supporting China with emergency medical supplies to
tackle the outbreak at its source.
What has the Commission been doing since the
outbreak of COVID-19 was reported in China?
1) At EU level, under the Cross-border Health Threat
Decision, the Commission coordinates with Member States
through three key mechanisms:
1.

The Early Warning and Response System

2.

The Health Security Committee

3.

The Health Security Committee's Communicators'
network.

These tools support cooperation, rapid exchange of
information, swift monitoring and coordination of
preparedness and response measures to COVID-19.
2) The Commission, with support from relevant EU agencies,
in particular the European Centre for Disease Prevention
and Control (ECDC), the European Medicines Agency
(EMA) and the European Union Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA), is providing technical guidance related to: risk
assessments; case definition for diagnosis and aligned
reporting of suspected and confirmed cases; infection
prevention and control in health care settings; advice for
travellers; updated information on therapeutics and vaccines;
contact tracing on aircrafts; management of points of entry
and aviation sector recommendations.
Moreover, Member States' Joint Action Healthy Gateways,
funded by the EU, is providing guidance and training on
points of entry measures, as well as another Joint Action,
SHARP (strengthened international health regulations and
preparedness in the EU) on laboratory preparedness.
3) The Commission has been coordinating the delivery of
assistance to China as well as financing the transport costs
of EU Member States' repatriation flights.
4) To boost global preparedness, prevention and
containment of the virus, new funding worth €232 million will
be allocated to different sectors, namely:
- €114 million will support the World Health Organization
(WHO), in particular the global preparedness and response
global plan. This intends to boost public health emergency
preparedness and response work in countries with weak
health systems and limited resilience. Part of this funding

is subject to the agreement of the EU budgetary authorities.
- €15 million are planned to be allocated in Africa,
including to the Institute Pasteur Dakar, Senegal to
support measures such as rapid diagnosis and
epidemiological surveillance.
- €100 million will go to urgently needed research related to
diagnostics, therapeutics and prevention, including €90
million through the Innovative Medicines Initiative, a
partnership between the EU and the pharmaceutical industry.
*
- €3 million allocated to the EU Civil Protection
Mechanism for repatriation flights of EU citizens from
Wuhan, China.
Is the EU prepared and equipped to contain the spread
of COVID-19?
Member States continuously inform the Commission and
share information regarding their levels of preparedness.
According to the information provided by the national
authorities, there is a strong overall level of preparedness
with countries having response measures in place to provide
treatment for the cases in the EU and to mitigate any further
transmission within and into the EU.
On 13 February, an extraordinary EPSCO Health Council
brought together all Member States at a political level to
discuss and coordinate measures to limit the spread of the
COVID-19 outbreak and further preparedness measures to
be considered for the future.
In response to the Council Conclusions of this meeting, the

key actions on which the Commission is in the process of
following up include continued risk assessment and guidance
on travel advice; increased preparedness should the
outbreak escalate to the next phase; and activation of
existing funding mechanisms to support Member States on
preparedness and response to the COVID-19. Other key
actions include examining joint procurement for potential
needs of protective equipment and strengthened support to
the Health Security Committee in providing aligned
information across the EU on the virus, detection, use of
equipment, etc.
How is the Commission supporting the repatriation of
EU nationals from China?
The European Commission has a 24/7 Emergency
Response Coordination Centre that is coordinating
repatriation flights with EU Member States.
The Commission provides funding to EU Member States to
cover up to 75% of the transport costs of these repatriation
flights via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism.
The EU Civil Protection Mechanism has facilitated the
repatriation of 447 EU citizens from Wuhan, China. In late
January, two French aircraft brought back 346 EU citizens,
while Germany also conducted one repatriation flight, which
brought back 101 EU citizens.
A third repatriation flight was organised by France,
repatriating more than 70 EU citizens who were still in
Wuhan.
The EU Civil Protection Mechanism also co-financed the last
leg from London to the respective Member States of 95 EU

citizens brought back on a UK repatriation flight.
Also under the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, Italy sent two
planes for the repatriation of EU citizens quarantined on the
Diamond Princess cruise that had been docked in
Yokohama, Japan, since early February.
What is the EU doing to support China?
The European Commission coordinates the delivery of
emergency medical supplies to China through the EU Civil
Protection Mechanism.
As of 21 February, over 30.5 tonnes of personal protective
equipment to China has been provided by France, Germany,
Italy, Latvia and Estonia. The transport costs were cofinanced by the EU Civil Protection Mechanism.
The first 12 tonnes came as an immediate first offer of
assistance, via the first repatriation flights from France
and Germany in late January.
On 14 February, Italy sent 1.5 tonnes of protective
overalls and masks to the Chinese Red Cross in
Beijing.
On 19 February, France sent a plane to Wuhan with a
20-tonne cargo of surgical masks, gloves,
thermometers and disinfectant, which also included
material from Latvia and Estonia.
On 23 February, an Austrian aircraft departed from
Vienna with protective equipment which included
masks, gloves, protective clothing and disinfectant.
The Commission stands ready to provide any further
assistance to China.
The European Emergency Response Coordination Centre

continues to reach out to Member States to map potential
contributions of personal protective equipment that will be
delivered to China in the near future.
How is the public health risk in Europe evaluated as
regards COVID-19?
The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC) is monitoring the outbreak through epidemic
intelligence activities, and provides risk assessments to
guide EU Member States and the European Commission in
their response activities. The ECDC is in continuous contact
with the European Commission, the public health authorities
in the EU Member States, China and other countries and the
World Health Organization for the assessment of this
outbreak. ECDC also publishes daily summaries and risk
assessments for EU citizens.
What EU-funded research is ongoing on COVID-19?
On 31 January, the Commission launched a request for
expressions of interest for research proposals on the novel
coronavirus. A budget of €10 million is made available for
research that will improve clinical care of patients infected
with the virus, as well as the overall public health response.
The Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) announced its plan
for a fast-track call for proposals on the novel coronavirus to
be launched in early March.
In addition, the EU already funds several ongoing research
projects that have reoriented their focus to address the
COVID-19 outbreak. For example, the PREPARE project
ensures research preparedness of clinical treatment sites
and the use of harmonised research protocols across Europe
through their network of 3,000 hospitals and 900 laboratories

in 42 countries. Another EU-funded project, the European
Virus Archive GLOBAL (EVAg) has already made available
more than 1,000 kits that support the diagnosis of the novel
coronavirus, to 79 countries worldwide.
The Commission coordinates with the World Health
Organization and other research funders to ensure that
research gaps are covered. This happens mainly through the
“Global research collaboration for infectious disease
preparedness” (GloPID-R) network, the secretariat of which
is EU funded. A global research and innovation forum was
organised by the World Health Organization and GloPID-R
on 11-12 February, to identify research priorities across 10
different thematic areas.
More information about the Commission's new research
action is available and also the current EU-funded research
into coronavirus.
Are food products imported from China safe?
There has been no report of transmission of COVID-19
via food. Therefore, there is no evidence that food items
imported into the European Union in accordance with the
applicable animal and public health regulations governing
imports from China pose a risk for the health of EU citizens
in relation to COVID-19.
Moreover, due to the animal health situation in China, only a
few products of animal origin are authorised for import into
the EU from China, on the condition that they meet strict
health requirements and have been subjected to controls.
Is there a vaccine available?
The Commission, with relevant EU agencies, is actively

engaged in the arena of therapeutics and vaccine
developments. At this stage, the Commission is focusing its
funding efforts on research with a timely impact on the
current public health emergency due to COVID-19, including
on the development of diagnostics and therapeutics. This is
in line with the Commission's emergency research funding of
€10 million that was made available at the early stages of
the outbreak. Vaccine development is addressed through
CEPI (the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovation),
an initiative the Commission contributes to.
More information on this point is available from the European
Medicines Agency.
Background
What is COVID-19?
COVID-19, previously named 2019-nCoV, was identified in
China at the end of 2019 and is a new strain of coronavirus
that has not been previously known in humans.
Where do Coronaviruses come from?
Coronaviruses are viruses that circulate among animals but
some of them are also known to affect humans. After they
have infected humans, transmission can continue between
humans.
A wide range of animals is known to be the source of
coronaviruses. For instance, the Middle East respiratory
syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) originated from camels
and the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
originated from civet cats.
More information on coronaviruses is available on the ECDC

factsheet.
What is the mode of transmission? How (easily) does it
spread?
While animals are the source of the virus, COVID-19 is now
spreading from one person to another (human-to-human
transmission). There is currently not enough epidemiological
information to determine how easily and sustainably this
virus is spreading between people. It seems to be
transmitted mainly via respiratory droplets that people
sneeze, cough or exhale. The incubation period for COVID19 (i.e. the time between exposure to the virus and the onset
of symptoms) is currently estimated at five to six days,
ranging up to 14 days.
While it is known that the virus can be transmitted when an
infected individual has symptoms, there are still uncertainties
regarding whether mild or asymptomatic cases can transmit
the virus. If people with COVID-19 are tested and diagnosed
in a timely manner and rigorous infection control measures
are applied, the likelihood of sustained human-to-human
transmission in community settings in the EU/EEA is low.
Systematic implementation of infection prevention and
control measures were effective in controlling SARS-CoV
and MERS-CoV.
What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
From what we know so far, the virus can cause mild, flu-like
symptoms such as
fever
cough
difficulty breathing

pain in the muscles and
tiredness.
More serious cases develop severe pneumonia, acute
respiratory distress syndrome, sepsis and septic shock that
can lead to the death of the patient. People with existing
chronic conditions seem to be more vulnerable to severe
illness.
Is there a treatment for the disease caused by COVID19?
There is no specific treatment for this disease so the
approach used to treat patients with coronavirus-related
infections is to treat the clinical symptoms (e.g. fever).
Supportive care (e.g. supportive therapy and monitoring,
oxygen therapy, fluid management and antivirals) can be
highly effective for those infected.
Is there a vaccine against COVID-19?
There are currently no vaccines against coronaviruses,
including COVID-19. That is why it is very important to
prevent infection or contain the further spread after an
infection.
For more information:
For daily update on the situation in the EU/EEA and UK
The European Commission's webpage on coronavirus
The EU's Civil Protection Mechanism
Member States' Information websites
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